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June 3, 2021
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur The Honorable Mike Simpson
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, and Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, and
Related Agencies Related Agencies
2362-B Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Kaptur and Ranking Member Simpson:

As you work on the fiscal year (FY) 2022 Energy and Water Appropriations bill, | urge you to support the President’s
FY?22 Budget Request for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ operations and maintenance budget which includes funds
for beach nourishment at seven harbors across Michigan.

Southwest Michigan’s commercial and recreational harbors are the lifeblood of the coastal communities they serve,
enhancing regional and local economic development and supporting local job growth. According to the Michigan Port
Collaborative’s Economic Impact Study, St. Joseph Harbor’s total economic impact reaches over $350 million and South
Haven Harbor impacts nearly $150 million®. Maintenance dredging is necessary for maritime safety and to protect the
local economies that rely on these harbors.

In particular, the President’s FY22 Budget Request includes $108.88 million for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
operations and maintenance program, with funds for dredging at several key harbors in Southwest Michigan including:

o Holland Harbor - $516,000
e South Haven Harbor - $500,000
e St. Joseph Harbor - $1,068,000

Lastly, I ask that you consider adding New Buffalo Harbor to the list of key projects under the operations and
maintenance program. As you may know, New Buffalo Harbor is on a 1- to 2-year dredging cycle and was last dredged in
2019 with FY18 work plan funds. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers listed New Buffalo Harbor as a capability in FY?22
but was not included in the President’s Budget Request.

Once again, I urge your support of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ operations and maintenance budget as reflected in
the President’s FY22 Budget Request for dredging the harbors in Southwest Michigan, which are essential to jobs and
economic activity up-and-down the region.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Foart AT

FRED UPTON
Member of Congress

! Magnini, V. P., Boik, W. E., & Crotts, J. C. (2018, December). THE ECONOMIC AND FISCAL IMPACTS OF MICHIGAN'S PORTS AND HARBORS. The Michigan
Port Collaborative. http://michiganportcollaborative.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Michigan_Ports_Study.pdf.



